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A Study Devotional 




Spending Time wit 



Time 

Description 

Action 

5:00am-5:30am 

Praising His awesomeness in the cool of 
the morning breeze and Dedicating of the 
day's activity. You may decide to do it 
outside to feel the cool morning breeze 

Prayer/Praise 

9:00am-9:05am 

Read a Psalm of praise back to Him. Tell 

Him what you feel for Him in adoration 
and total submission 

Praise 

12:00noon - 12:30pm 

It is noontime - half of the workday is gone. 
Tell Him thank you for allowing you cross 
over to the other half of the workday. Thank 
Him for all that transpired while you worked 

Prayer/Praise 

4:00pm-4:05pm 

Read another Psalms of Praise 

Praise 

6:00pm - 6:30pm 

Thank Him for the day. You are probably 
now at home. Call the family together or a 
neighbour and worship Him together 

Prayer/Praise 

9:00pm - 9:05pm 

Read a Psalms of praise after which you 
should take a rest while reading your bible 
and meditating 

Praise 

11:55pm - 12:30am 

Thank Him for allowing you to see a new 
day and take control of the new day 

Prayer/Praise 
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In this month and season of divine breakthrough, I am led to take the entire 
devotional topic of the first 22 days in deeper exposition of the entire 
chapter of Psalms 34. This chapter started with the reason why we ought to 
praise God. As we study in the first 3 weeks of this month of November, I 
see the Lord crowning you with glory, and taking away every element of 
fears from you. The last 9 days will be used to apply what we have learnt to 
various life situations and how we can boldly declare in the end that the 
Lord is indeed our shepherd. I present to you a devotional that will enhance 
your relationship with the immortal realm of sanctity and purity. I encourage 
you to take out time to really study and let not the affairs of this world 
overweigh you to the extent that the days will slip by without you taking a 
hold on the beautiful lines of this November devotional. What else can I say 
- if not to let you know that you are too precious for the Lord to abandon. 
Your joy is sure this month. Join me into this glorious month of supernatural 
breakthrough. Welcome to November. Amen! 



Pastor Oghenethoja Umuteme 

Btech (Mar. Engrg); MSc (Oil & Gas Engrg); 
MSc (Organisational Psychology); 

MBS (Biblical Studies); MTS (Theological Studies), 
MTh (Theology); M.Div. (Divinity); 

Th.D. (Theology); PhD (Mech. Engrg - in view) 
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A Heeiirt of Praise 


I will bless the Lord at all times: 
his praise shall continually be in my mouth - Psalms 34:1 


W hy is it necessary to bless 
the Lord at all times? Can 
you boldly proclaim to 
everyone as David did? Is there any 
reason why you cannot praise Him at all 
times? The psalmist did not say that he 
will praise the Lord only when things are 
good with him, but at all times - in 
sickness, in good health, in days of 
abundance or lack. You see, the joy of 
praising the Lord is beyond what this 
world can give. The moment you start to 
praise, you are lifted from the physical 
into the spiritual - through the gates of 
glory where you are admitted into the 
courtyard of the Lord. This is why 
scripture says in Psalms 100:4, “Enter 
into his gates with thanksgiving, and 
into his courts with praise: be thankful 
unto him, and bless his name.” However, 
there is a standard of acceptance for 
everyone entering through the gates 
with praise into the Lord's presence. 
They are those, “...which keepeth the 
truth...” (Isa. 26:2). Again, we can see 
the concern of the Lord in Isaiah 29:13, 
“...this people draw near me with their 
mouth, and with their lips do honour me, 
but have removed their heart far from 
me...” The above indication buttresses 


the fact that those who live a life of 
praise unto the Lord, are those who truly 
love Him and uphold the values of right 
living before God. So, it is not about the 
voice that sings praise or leads praise in 
church, it is a heart that respects the 
ordinances of the Lord. The reward for 
those who respect the Lord in all they do 
can be found in Isaiah 26:3, “Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind 
is stayed on thee: because hetrusteth in 
thee.” Meaning, a heart of praise is a 
heart that is not moved to hate the Lord, 
no matter the circumstances of life. In 
the end, the Lord will always distinguish 
him or her with His blessings. I pray that 
you begin to live a life of praise everyday 
ofyourlife. 

Faith confession: Henceforth, I will live 
a life of praise unto my Lord and my 
King. I will continually declare His 
faithfulness. 

Let us pray: Lord - let your praise 
continually be on my lips and give me 
the reason to serve you in joyful praise 
all the days of my life. Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms22:1-28 
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A Sou'll that Boasts in the# Loire! 


My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: 
the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. Psalms 34:2 


T he boldness we have in the Lord is 
the reason we are not afraid to 
face the challenges that life 
brings before us. The Psalmist says in 
Psalms 2:1, “Why do the heathen rage, 
and the people imagine a vain thing?” The 
truth is that people will always imagine 
evil against you as long as you serve the 
Lord faithfully. These evil imaginations 
will always be vain because they shall be 
discomfited by the Lord, whom you have 
yielded your heart to serve Him in sanctity 
and purity of heart. Heretofore, king David 
was so firm of the Lord's intervention in his 
ordeal when he said in Psalms 2:4, “He 
that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the 
Lord shall have them in derision.” This is 
why the anchor verse is very important. 
The verse tells us that the humble shall 
hear of our testimony of safety in the Lord 
and will begladtoyieldto servethe Lord. If 
we read through the entire verses of 
Psalms 104, we will see how the Psalmist 
expressed the goodness of the Lord, and 
how life becomes difficult without Him. I 
can now see why the apostle proclaimed 
in John 1:3-4, “All things were made by 
him; and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. In him was life; and 
the life was the light of men.” What else do 
we need to confirm that we have life in us 
through the same spirit that created the 


heavens and all that we see and can 
imagine on earth (Psa. 104:30). In line with 
the statement of faith above - “In him was 
life; and the life was the light of men,” we 
can unequivocally say that we are a breed 
of heavenly beings in human form who are 
indestructible by the advances of the 
wicked. This is only true as long as we are 
saved by the blood of the Lord, and we cast 
our faith upon His death at Golgotha. 
Hence, Hebrews 12:2 encourages us to 
abide by the same life that Jesus lived on 
earth - fulfilling the will of God by giving 
substance to the course of salvation, 
which has become the eternal gospel of 
truth that is preached on earth and in 
heaven. If you know the Lord is faithful, 
then live a life that boasts in the saving 
grace of the Lord. 

Faith confession: I am a child of destiny. I 
will always live to depend on the saving 
grace of the Lord. He also shall become 
my boast of strength 

Let us pray: My Lord - Let me boast in you 
always, and let me also experience your 
continual saving grace and the anointing 
of you r peace. Amen 

Meditation: Psalms 104:1-30 
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A Reason to Magnify His [Name# 


0 magnify the Lord with me, 
and let us exalt his name together. Psalms 34:3 


I t is needful that we magnify the 
name of the Lord for all the promises 
he has fulfilled in our lives. In John 
3:16, the Lord promised us eternal life - 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” I am certain some 
of us have overlooked this important 
promise of God and how we can live with 
this promise unto eternity. Having 
everlasting life starts the day we 
submitted our entire earthly life into the 
hands of the Lord. This is the moment He 
takes away that element of this earth in us 
that would have made us to perish. You 
see, everything on earth perishes, and we 
can observe this all around us - from the 
food we eat to the cars we drive and the 
houses we live in. So, we can agree that if 
we do not have the presence of the Lord in 
us, we will all perish in sickness, in lack, in 
humiliation, in shame, etc. If we can 
remember when we were without Christ 
and now that we have His spirit in us, 
there is certainly going to be a remarkable 
improvement in our health, finances, 
relationships, and how we are favoured by 
others. This is the life He promised in 
John 3:16. You cannot perish - it is 
impossible because the spirit of Christ is 
alive on earth and beyond this sphere of 


material influence. We are nourished in 
His blood. This is what Hebrews 12:24 
implies - “And to Jesus the mediator of 
the new covenant, and to the blood of 
sprinkling, that speaketh better things 
than that of Abel.” Again, Apostle Peter 
says that we are confirmed for spiritual 
election by the “...sprinkling of the blood 
of Jesus Christ...” (1 Pet. 1:2). So, if we 
look i nto our I ives now, we can see that the 
blood of the Lord is rejuvenating our lives 
and making us have life and have it more 
abundantly (John 10:10). The more we 
magnify His name in praise and 
thanksgiving, the more His blood 
nourishes our souls and speak on our 
behalf for the heavenly spring of glory to 
keep blessing us with plenty. 

Faith confession: I will live to magnify 
the Lord at all times. My soul shall live to 
praise His name as long as there is breath 
in me. 

Let us pray: Oh-Lord! my soul shall glory 
in your breath. I draw my strength and life 
from your rivers of living waters. Fill my 
nostrils with everlasting life and joy. 
Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms63:1-11 
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notciill Deliverance in His Name 


I sought, the Lord , and he heard me, 
and delivered me from all my fears. Psalms 34:4 


W e are so fortunate to have a God 
who hears us and fulfils our 
heart wish, because we 
approach Him daily in praise and prayers 
through His only begotten son. This is a 
very rare privilege that was available to only 
few people before the death of Jesus on the 
cross. To the fool and unenlightened, the 
death of Jesus cannot release the atoning 
grace that is able to save the world from sin. 
If mankind can invent computers, 
airplanes, rockets, and all the scientific 
feats around the world with the tiny brain 
that God gave to humans, why should one 
ever doubt the power that was released in 
the death of the Lord to help humanity 
survive this harsh world. In John 12:24, 
Jesus explains how we became 
transformed into His person by His death - 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn 
of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth 
much fruit.” We can see that His death 
released the power of God upon us so that 
we can live in glory - more than the life 
Adam had prior to His fall in the garden of 
Eden. The anchor verse reminds us of the 
benefit of comi ng to the Lord, so that we can 
be delivered from all our fears. What fears 
do we harbour as Christians if not the fears 
of survival - of what to eat, clothing to cover 
us in glory, pay our children's school fees, 
pay medical bills, build living homes, etc. 
Yet, we are encouraged to keep yielding to 
the Lord who is able to fulfil all these 


desires. I have been asked how we can 
approach the Lord so that He can take away 
all ourfears. Scripture gives us indication of 
the manner we must approach Him for this 
purpose-1 Chronicles 15:12-13, “...sanctify 
yourselves, both ye and your brethren, that 
ye may bring up the ark of the Lord God of 
Israel unto the place that I have prepared for 
it. For because ye did it not at the first, the 
Lord our God made a breach upon us, for 
that we sought him not after the due order." 
How can we sanctify ourselves before the 
Lord? We must flee from everything that 
offends God and defiles us, as presented in 
Mark 7:21-23 - “...evil thoughts, adulteries, 
fornications, murders, Thefts, 
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, 
pride, foolishness..." If we can overcome all 
these, the Lord is faithful enough to deliver 
usfrom all ourfears. 

Faith confession: I receive my deliverance 
right from the moment I confessed Jesus 
Christ as my Lord and saviour. He now 
watches over me physically and spiritually. 

Let us pray: Lord, you are the anchor of my 
life. Let my life experience the beauty and 
glory of your throne in heaven. Please, 
nourish my body and soul by your atoning 
blood. Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms32:1-11 


Fruitful Vine / 04 










N 

<J2I 


Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 


I 


Lightened for Favour 


They looked unto him, and were lightened: 
and their faces were not ashamed. Psalms 34:5 


W e might have read in scripture 
how Moses 1 face was filled with 
the light of the Lord (Exo. 34:29) 
and Elijah was taken to heaven in a chariot 
of fire (2 Kings 2:11). Again, Jesus was 
transfigured in the presence of His 
disciples (Mark 9:2). These are all evidences 
of the presence of the spiritual in our midst. 
The anchor verse says that our faces 
become lightened when we look unto the 
Lord. You might not notice it yourself, just as 
Moses never noticed that his face was filled 
with the glorious light of God - “...Moses 
wist not that the skin of his face shone while 
he talked with him” (Exo. 34:29). Yet, you 
can know that the glory of the Lord is upon 
your face when you notice that inner 
boldness that generates power and 
resilience in you, that you are able to do the 
things you could not do before. Those 
looking at your face when you are covered 
by the glory of the Lord, will usually not be 
able to look at you. If you were that shy to 
the extent you are unable to express 
yourself, that also will be subdued under 
this glorious light of His presence. As a 
believer, you only get attention and respect 
when your face shines with the glory of the 
Lord. Your glory is in your face (Psa. 104:15). 
Once your face is lightened by the Lord 
(Num. 6:25), you will definitely experience 
peace and acceptance (Num. 6:26). Usually, 
when people experience rejection, they are 
either wearing a filthy cloak or there is a 


dark cloud hovering over them. Now, both 
the filthy cloak and the dark cloud 
represents accusations. These accusations 
are from people you might have offended, 
especially if you refuse to pay those who 
have laboured to put food on your own 
table. This is why many who were rich 
suddenly become poor, because these 
coverings will not allow the glory of the Lord 
to fall on their faces to give them favour 
before their clients or customers. These 
coverings also separate one from the realm 
of light, to the extent that our desires are not 
seen by angels and our prayers certainly 
cannot be heard. Our repentance should 
start with ensuring that no one is accusing 
us for the wrongs we did to them daily 
before the throne of grace. Once we do this, 
our faces will begin to receive the lights of 
heaven, and we will become lightened for 
favour. 

Faith confession: My face is lightened for 
favour. I will continually ensure that I make 
peace with everyone I have offended so that 
this light falling upon my face will not cease 

Let us pray: Dear Lord, let your light 
continually fall on my face as I look unto you 
daily. Let my face shine to reveal your 
spiritual anointing oil on my face daily for 
favour. Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms84:9-12 
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Qodl is Always on n \\mm 


This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, 
and saved him out of all his troubles - Psalms 34:6 


D avid referred to himself in the 
anchor verse as a poor man. This 
was the same David that was 
bearing the anointing of the Lord, to become 
the next king. Yet, he lived in the wilderness 
because he was hated by Saul. Sometimes, 
we are hated by those we serve out of 
jealousy. David also experienced jealousy in 
his own home (1 Sam. 17:28). This is why 
scripture says in Songs 8:6, “...jealousy is 
cruel as the grave: the coals thereof are 
coals of fire, which hath a most vehement 
flame.” If there is one enemy that children of 
God battle with daily, it is the enemy called, 
“jealousy.” We are hunted by the wicked 
because the Lord has prepared a table 
before us in their presence. The Lord has 
made it so that you are not expected to 
struggle like others to make ends meet, so 
that you can havetimeto meditate upon His 
word. This is the main reason the Lord is 
making the lines to fall for you in pleasant 
places. It is the reason why we also 
experience lack once we refuse to serve Him 
diligently and wholeheartedly. Now, going 
back to the anchor verse, poverty means 
deprivation. It means one have no access to 
freedom. David was poor as long as Saul 
never granted him freedom to live in peace. 
However, with time the Lord delivered Saul 
into the hands of the enemies of Israel and 
David regained freedom. If we take this in 
context to what is happening around the 
world, we will also notice that people 
become poor when they are deprived access 


to good life. We have well-abled men and 
women, who are qualified to work and do 
business so that they can have a good life, 
yetthegovernment inthe land is making life 
unbearable for them. Instead of wallowing 
in regrets, we can pray to the Lord for His 
intervention in our situation. Moreover, this 
will only be possible if the poor are truly 
faithful to the Lord - to serve Him in truth 
and in spirit. But what we have is the poor 
running after the same people - the 
government that enslaves them. We also 
see pastors, who are expected to defend the 
poor begging the government for donations 
and will give out of what they had received in 
feeding the poor. How will the Lord 
intervene in the midst of this hypocrisy that 
is displayed by our pastors and the poor 
daily? David was patient, hiding in the 
wilderness without sin until the Lord gave 
him victory. This is how to overcome the 
wickedness in the corridors of power. 

Faith confession: I am delivered from 
poverty. I am free from deprivation. I shall lift 
up my voice in continual appreciation of the 
Lord forgiving medeliverancefrom poverty. 

Let us pray: Lord, deliver the poor and 
everyone under the oppression of the 
wicked. Intervene in the governance of our 
nation and grant us peace and prosperity. 
Amen! 

Meditation: Proverbs28:1-11 
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(Experiencing Angelic Protection 


The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them 
that fear him, and delivereth them. Psalms 34:7 


W hile David was in the 
wilderness, he continually 
sought the Lord for direction 
as seen in 1 Samuel 23:9, and the Lord 
responded without delay. This was how 
David knew that an Angel had encamped 
around him. An instance of angelic 
protection was also recorded in Exodus 
23:20, “Behold, I send an Angel before 
thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring 
thee into the place which I have prepared.” 
In all my past devotionals, I have always 
explained why we need to be guided by 
angels. We know those working with the 
angels of the Lord by how fast their prayers 
are answered. This is because, angels are 
the ones that take our prayers to the Lord 
and bring answers to us. Their absence is 
responsible for delayed answers to our 
prayers and all spiritual quests. The Lord 
build His churches - meaning, equipping 
the churches by using angelic services. 
Hence, they are also referred to as 
ministering spirits. They stay around all 
altars raised forthe Lord and in mountains 
where they inhabit, far away from the 
dwellings of man. This was why Horeb was 
a meeting point because it was far into the 
wilderness. They avoid the dwellings of 
men because of iniquities and seduction. 
However, they can respond at short 
notices since they are linked to all faithful 
believers through the Holy Spirit. If we 


want our spiritual quests to receive the 
attention of God, then we must ensure we 
live a life that the angels can associate 
with; A Life that expresses the holiness 
and righteousness of God. When Hagar 
and Ishmael were in the wilderness after 
being sent away from the face of Sarah by 
Abraham, it was the angel of the Lord that 
relayed the blessings of God upon Ishmael 
(Gen. 21:17). The importance of angels 
was also reiterated by our Lord in, Luke 
12:8, “... Whosoever shall confess me 
before men, him shall the Son of man also 
confess before the angels of God.” So, 
David was right in our anchor verse. We 
cannot do without angels. We need them 
around us - as ministering spirits from 
God - Hebrews 1:14, “Are they not all 
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister 
for them who shall be heirs of salvation?” 

Faith confession: I know that I am 
surrounded by angelic presence. I am 
ready to live a holy and righteous life that 
will keep attracting them to me. 

Let us pray: Lord - guide me daily to live 
by your truth. Let my inner consciousness 
be continually awakened to uphold your 
value. Amen! 

Meditation: Luke 1:26-35; Daniel 10:10-12 
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ii instiling in the Loire! 


0 taste and see that the Lord is good: 
blessed is the man that trusteth in him. Psalms 34:8 


S ome have asked if there is any 
reward in trusting in the Lord (Mai. 
3:14). This usually happen when 
we lost someone so dear to us. Yet, a 
hymnal response says - “Trust and obey, for 
there's no other way to be happy in Jesus, 
but to trust and obey." Reading through the 
entire wordings of the above hymn, shows 
that trusting in the Lord is a demand upon 
every believer and a condition for 
unparalleled breakthrough. This can be 
seen in the 3rd stanza of the hymnal - “Trust 
and Obey." Here it goes - “Not a burden we 
bear, Not a sorrow we share, Butourtoil He 
doth richly repay; Not a grief or a loss, Not a 
frown or a cross, But is blest if we trust and 
obey.” Now, hymns are writing from inner 
confessions of what is true. For centuries, 
worshippers have always testified that the 
Lord rewards us in whatsoever ways we 
might have responded to His bidding. God 
does not owe anybody. He has paid for your 
service, and in case you still feel He is 
owning you; He has called for a tete-a-tete 
meeting with you in Isaiah 1:18, “Come 
now, and let us reason together, saith the 
Lord.” If you are still not satisfied, He said 
you can testify against Him - Micah 6:3, 
“my people, what have I done unto thee? 
and wherein have I wearied thee? testify 
against me.” As for me, I have always 
heeded the advice in Job 4:17, “...shall a 
man be more pure than his maker?” Our 


Lord is a righteous judge, and this is the 
understanding that made Job not to curse 
God as advised by his wife. We must be 
careful about what we harbour against the 
Lord in our heart. God is all-knowing. For 
every condition we experience in life, God 
knows the reason and why it happened. To 
this, Romans 3:3-4 warned, “For what if 
some did not believe? shall their unbelief 
make the faith of God without effect? God 
forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a 
liar...” Letyourtrust inthe Lord be firm and 
not based on physical rewards. We serve 
the Lord because it is an obligation and not 
because he must respond favourably to our 
desires. This is why Abraham prayed in 
Genesis 18:3, thus - “My Lord, if now I have 
found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I 
pray thee, from thy servant.” We serve to 
earn His recognition. 

Faith confession: I refuse to challenge the 
Lord overwhat is happening to me. My trust 
in the Lord is anchored on the salvation I 
received by His atoning grace and mercy. 

Let us pray: Lord! I am determined to 
follow the path of glory you earned for meat 
the cross. Strengthen my heart to keep 
trusting in you, no matter the temptations 
of faith that comes my way. Amen! 

Meditation: Malachi 3:13-16 
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II Shall Not Wanrrt 


0 fear the Lord, ye his saints: 
for there is no want to them that fear him. Psalms 34:9 


S ome of us act as though we are in 
the marketplace when it comes to 
our relationship with God. In 
markets around the world, people build 
relationships on the platform of buying and 
selling. It is this understanding that 
envelops anyone visiting the market. The 
buyer always feels he or she is being 
cheated by the seller. The seller in return 
weighs the buyer's pocket by his or her 
outlook. Then, we have those who just come 
to the marketplace like jobless children 
(Luke 7:31-32). These last set was used by 
Jesus to express His dissatisfaction over 
how many treats their relationship with God 
-“And the Lord said, Whereunto then shall I 
liken the men of this generation? and to 
what are they like? They are like unto 
children sitting in the marketplace..." Why 
would someone's relationship with God be 
as unserious as children playing in the 
marketplace? And, these sets of people will 
still want to give birth to children that they 
are not willing to lead unto the path of truth, 
because they do not know either. The 
anchor verse says it all. The blessings of the 
Lord are for those who fear Him. What does 
it take to fear the Lord? Simply put, it is in 
how we respond to the gospel of Christ, and 
how we stand to ensure that this gospel 
reaches everyone. I understand the 
importance that the Lord places on sound 
doctrine through what He is doing in my life. 
We are limited by how much of the word of 
God we understand. Those who are not 


sound in the doctrine of salvation are those 
that the devil always deceives with all 
manner of spiritual lies. If you know your 
Bible and your Bible knows you, in times of 
challenges you will be refreshed by the 
verses of the Bible residing inside. We 
become saints when we do things that are 
approved by the Lord. This means, we are 
expected to stay true to our confessions of 
faith at all times, no matter what we are 
going through. John the Baptist was firm in 
his profession as a prophet and in his 
confession to God. This is why he earned the 
approval of the Lord - Matthew 11:7-9, “And 
as they departed, Jesus began to say unto 
the multitudes concerning John, What went 
ye out into the wilderness to see? A reed 
shaken with the wind? ... But what went ye 
out for to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto 
you, and more than a prophet.” May you 
equally earn the approval of the Lord. 

Faith confession: I desire to be firm in the 
Lord. I will live to earn the recognition of the 
Lord. I shall always live with the fear of the 
Lord in my heart. 

Let us pray: Lord - let me be firm in your 
service. Let not the events of this world 
pollute my heart towards your precepts. 
Envelop me with your mind, so that I can 
serve you wholeheartedly all the days of my 
earthly life. Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms23:1-6 
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Good ii Mings Comes from Above 


The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: 
but they that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing. Psalms 34:10 


T he anchor verse for yesterday's 
devotional made mention of how 
the saints that fears the Lord shall 
not experience lack of any kind. In today's 
anchor verse, which is a follow up from 
yesterday's discussion, we can see that our 
Lord can provide good things for those who 
seek Him. What are the good things of life 
that we can enjoy? We can see these from 
the scripture. Severally, scripture made 
references to golds and silvers, and how it 
was the delight of the Lord that we have 
these possessions. In Genesis 13:2, 
scripture says - “And Abram was very rich 
in cattle, in silver, and in gold.” There is 
nothing wrong if you have great 
possessions so long you do not worship 
them (Deut. 29:17) and you do not oppress 
the poor or kill to acquire them (Psa. 12:5; 
Eccl. 5:8). In reference to the anchor verse, 
David also proclaimed in Psalms 103:5, 
“Who satisfieth thy mouth with good 
things; so that thy youth is renewed like the 
eagle's." You see, our mouths will be filled 
with good and nourishing food also, so that 
we can become young and healthy to praise 
Him. In effect, even if you do not have the 
beautiful cars and houses of this world, yet 
you should have good food to eat. This is 
why Jesus taught His disciples to ask for 
daily bread from the throne of grace (Mat. 
6:11), and it shall be provided (Mat. 6:32). 
However, running after material 
possessions and food is not expected of a 
child of faith. Rather, our Lord showed us 


the way to receiving the blessings of God, in 
Matthew 6:33, “But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto 
you." Meaning, we do not hustle and 
struggle to make wealth and have food on 
our table, but they are provided to us as a 
result of our service and faithfulness in the 
vineyard of the Lord (Mat. 20:1-8). This is 
why scripture also says that "... the 
workman is worthy of his meat" (Mat. 
10:10). In Matthew 6:34 and several other 
scriptures passages, we understand that 
our demands to the Lord can be made 
through our thoughts and not necessarily 
by how much we shout in prayer. Prosperity 
is sure if you can fill your thoughts with God 
and do His bidding foryoursoul. The earlier 
we receive His mercy, the earlier we can 
start to enjoy His blessings (Psa. 90:14). 
This is the reason we must seek the Lord 
now in total repentance so that His mercy 
canflowintooursoul. 

Faith confession: The mercy of the Lord 
has preserved me, and my soul is filled with 
the good things of heaven. I shall 
continually rejoice i n your good ness o- Lord 

Let us pray: Dear Lord! Hide me underyour 
pavilion and mighty wings. Satisfy my soul 
early with plenty and let me not lack the 
good things of this world. Amen 

Meditation: Psalms 10:4-6; Psalms37:5-7 
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Nourished by His indwelling Word 


Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

I will teach you the fear of the Lord. Psalms 34:11 


W e have seen the secrets of 
David, as a man after the heart 
of God since we started 
studying Psalms 34. We can also see his 
interest in leading others to the Lord by 
teaching them how to fear Him in the 
anchor scripture for today. David's interest 
in leading others to the Lord through sound 
doctrinal teaching is also seen in, Psalms 
51:13, “Then will I teach transgressors thy 
ways; and sinners shall be converted unto 
thee.” He is a man who is interested in the 
welfare of others, not necessarily by 
meeting their material needs, but by 
supplying them the knowledge that will 
enable them to yield their hearts to the Lord 
(also see Psa. 25:8). This is what Jesus 
meant in Luke 10:42, “But one thing is 
needful: and Mary hath chosen that good 
part, which shall not be taken away from 
her.” For David to teach others the fear of the 
Lord shows that he had perfect and 
unequivocal knowledge of the Lord and His 
dwelling place (Psa. 104:1-4). The totality of 
our relationship with God is hinged on how 
much of His indwelling word we have. 
“Indwelling" according to 
“Dictionary.com,” refers to a guiding force 
or a motivating principle. If we bring this in 
context into our discussion, we can say that 
David believed thatthefearof the Lord must 
become our guiding force to live and a 
motivating principle of life to keep serving 
Him. When we do this, we will begin to 
experience an inflow of supernatural and 


divine presence in the form of a force that 
strengthens us and a voice that motivates 
us to keep forging ahead. Saint Paul was so 
proud to be a teacher of sound doctrine (1 
Cor. 14:19), and he also prayed to have more 
teachers of the word of the Lord (2 Timothy 
2:2). It is also the desire of the Lord that 
through this devotional, more teachers of 
His unfailing truth will be raised unto His 
glory. David opened up the character 
needed to receive the word of God so that we 
can teach it honestly and faithfully in 
Psalms 25:5, “Lead me in thy truth, and 
teach me: for thou art the God of my 
salvation; on thee do I wait all the day." Here 
is the secret - waiting on Him to speak all 
day, no matter how long it takes. This is how 
I write these devotionals: Study-Listen- 
Hear-Understand-Practice-Teach. You will 
surely be filled with his words if you can 
followthese steps. 

Faith confession: I am willing to become 
the mouthpiece of the Lord, so that I can 
teach others the everlasting truth of the 
salvation of the Lord. 

Let us pray: Lord - you have filled my inner 
part with your undying love and glory. Put 
yourwordsin my mouth and fill my lips with 
your truth, so that I can teach others about 
your unfailing love. Give me the spirit of 
teaching, I want to teach your word. Amen 

Meditation: Psalms71:17; Ps 119:102-104 
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What man is he that desireth life, 
and loveth many days, that he may see good? Psalms 34:12 


E arlier in day 10, we said that there 
was nothing wrong in desiring the 
good of the world. The earth was 
created for mankind and not the other way 
around. We are blessed to have dominion 
over the creations of God from the beginning 
(Gen. 1:28). As seen in the anchor verse for 
today-we live because we desire long life in 
prosperity. To desire long life is to live in good 
health, and to see good is to prosper. It is a 
good thing to see our wishes fulfilled in the 
Lord. I am happy when my material desires 
are met, and I know you too feel the same 
way. We sometimes become sick 
emotionally when we keep having 
disappointments, while we see others 
succeeding in what they do. This is why 
scripture says in Proverbs 13:12, “Hope 
deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the 
desire cometh, it is a tree of life.” You see, we 
know we are feeding from the tree of life 
when we keep getting answers for our 
sincere desires. Especially, when those 
desires enhance our love for the things of the 
Lord in our midst. If you want the Lord to fulfil 
your desires, first fulfil His desires to have 
you all for Himself. Meaning, you are not 
expected to deny Him access to your soul. 
Your soul is the spiritual life of the flesh we 
see. Your soul houses your mind and feeds 
from your thoughts. This implies that if your 
thoughts are not filled with the things that 
pleases the Lord, it will be hard for you to 
receive breakthrough in all your financial 
exploits. The Lord judges our loyalty to Him 
from our thoughts. The Lord wants us to 


shine outwardly with His glory so that men 
will see our exploits and glorify His name 
(Mat. 5:16). How do we shine outwardly? It is 
in the way we speak, in our intelligence, in 
how we lead others, in how we lead our life in 
the midst of temptations; in how we love our 
neighbours, in how we live joyfully in our 
marriages, etc. You cannot desire long life 
and prosperity without first cultivating the 
characterto receive the Lord. Scripture says, 
in Psalms 11:3, “If the foundations be 
destroyed, what can the righteous do?” 
While many see this verse as an excuse not 
to forge ahead and succeed, a child of God 
will sit down and plan how to set the 
foundation aright. God is willing to build the 
house and keep the city (Psalms 127:1), if we 
are willing to follow Him, else He will make 
all our efforts of having a good life to be in 
vain (Mai. 1:4-5). If you desire good life follow 
the Lord, and you shall not struggle to make 
ends meet, but shall sleep and rest 
peacefully in the midst of plenty (Psalms 
127:2). 

Faith confession: The Lord has preserved 
me and also given me joy and everlasting 
peace. 

Let us Pray: My Lord and provider-make my 
days on earth fruitful with your provision. Let 
me not lack anything as I preach and teach 
your word daily. Amen! 

Meditation: Isaiah 42:8; Haggai 1:4-11 
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ii he Sanctity of ouir Mouth 


Keep thy tongue from evil, 
and thy lips from speaking guile. Psalms 34:13 


I f there is one thing I have noticed 
among Christians, it is a cantankerous 
character. This is very obvious in our 
fellowship gatherings, and on Sundays we 
will come pretending and lifting up hands as 
if we truly respect the Lord. While we think 
that the unchurched population are attracted 
to the Lord through our preaching, it is truer 
that they respond to the gospel more th rough 
our character. I have heard some say that 
one's attitude determines his or her altitude 
(that is, how far he or she will succeed in life). 
While it is a well-constructed rhyme, yet this 
opinion is not wholly true, because what 
manifests as attitude - which is our feeling 
towards a subject or something, is inherent 
in how we perceive life and things around us. 
The issue here is understanding the 
difference between behaviour, attitude and 
character. Behaviour is influenced by our 
attitude, while character is developed over 
time as we build up defence to the 
challenges of survival. This is why it is ideal 
to see a person's character as an outward 
mental and moral response towards life, as a 
result of personal observations and 
learnings overtime. Hence, I believe that our 
characters are responsible for how far we go 
in life. While it is easy to fake attitude, 
character is not easy to fake. This is why in 
job interviews, what the interviewers are 
looking for is that discoverable character 
through your responses to different 
scenario-dependent questions. They want 
what is already inside and not what is faked 
because you need the job to meet a need. 


This is also why God searches the heart (Jer. 
17:10). God is not looking at our “standing 
up” to praise (attitude) or the lips of praise 
(behaviour), but our inner readiness to praise 
(character). We build leadership and survival 
characters in our children when we train 
them to take the lead and become 
independent. If there is anything the Lord is 
willing to develop in us, it is character and 
not behaviour or attitude. A clear example is 
the ESV translation of John 8:44, “...When he 
(Satan) lies, he speaks out of his own 
character, for he is a liar and the father of 
lies.” You seethat?Satan isthefatherof Iies— 
because this is inborn character. Lying is the 
behaviour, while the willingness to lie is the 
attitude. Now, back to the anchor verse, to 
keep our tongue from evil and our lips from 
speaking deceit is simply saying we should 
do away with the enticements of the devil to 
make wealth by pulling others down. It is a 
character we must imbibe if we desire long 
life and prosperity. We speak from the 
abundance of our hearts, and this is where 
the human character is developed. 

Faith confession: Henceforth my mouth 
and tongue shall only speak edifying words. 

Let us pray: Lord - help me to grow more in 
the knowledge of God through the scriptures, 
so that I may develop the character that is 
acceptableand pleasing before you. Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms32:1-2; John 1:47 


Fruitful Vine /13 













Su 

Mo 

Tu 

We 

Th 

Fr 

Sa 

Su 

Mo 

Tu 

We 

Th 

Fr 

Sa 

Su 

Mo 

Tu 

We 

■ 

Fr 

Sa 

1x1 NOV 
|™T2019 






1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 


um 







Having cu Goclllly Character 


Depart from evil, and do good; 
seek peace, and pursue it. Psalms 34:14 


Y esterday we dwelt much on the issues 
of growing a character acceptable 
unto the Lord. We were able to 
differentiate between attitude, behaviour and 
character. In today's devotional scripture 
anchor, we can see the nature of character 
acceptable unto the Lord and the manner in 
which we are to develop this character. The 
first character is living a sinless life. How is it 
possible to depart from evil? We can get a 
leading from Romans 12:21, “Be not 
overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 
good.” So, we see that the answer to our 
question is simply doing good as captured in 
the anchor verse - “depart from evil, and do 
good...” the next question is how we can do 
good. This was the subject of Peter's sermon 
in Acts 10:38, “How God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: 
who went about doing good...” A clue to how 
we are empowered to do good is seen here - 
“God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Ghost and with power..." Meaning, we 
can only do good when we have the presence 
of God in us through the Holy Ghost and the 
powerof Hisanointing. Now, I want to explain 
that receiving the Holy Ghost does not mean 
one already has the power to overcome evil 
and do good. The receipt of power comes 
when we are willing to champion the course 
of saving the world from sin through teaching 
the word (Luke 5:17). This is explained also by 
Saint Paul in 2 Corinthians 13:10, 
“...according to the power which the Lord 
hath given me to edification, and not to 
destruction.” We do not destroy our enemy 


with the power of the Holy Ghost. We lift 
others up by doing good with the power in His 
salvation. The character of the Lord is the 
character of doing good. With that taken, we 
move on to the next. The anchor verse says, 
“seek peace and pursue it." Why do we have 
to expend all efforts to settle all fracas among 
believers and among our neighbours (Mat. 
5:23-24)? We can achieve peace by putting on 
characters that encourages others to 
succeed (1 Cor. 8:9-13). If your snubbing 
behaviour will make your neighbour hate the 
gospel - change to a better outlook. If 
wearing seductive dressing will lure a brother 
into sexual immorality - wear a more 
adorable dress. If drinking alcohol will 
enslave a brother in alcoholism - drink water 
instead. If praising yourchildren in public will 
make a barren sister sad - you can do it 
indoors. This is how we seek peace and 
pursue it. Do not forget, we are in this 
Christian race to encourage one another 

Faith confession: I have made up my mind to 
repay evil with good, and to live a life of peace 
among my neighbours. I resist the spirit of 
boasting and pride in material wealth, 
henceforth. 

Let us pray: Lord! Let me use your blessings 
upon me as a soul winning tool; doing good 
and living in peace among my brethren and 
neighbours, as I depend on your grace daily. 
Amen 

Meditation: Matthew8:1-34 
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Securing the Attention of the Loire! 


The eyes of the Lord are upon the righ teous, 
and his ears are open unto their cry Psalms 34:15 


S cripture says of the importance of 
righteous living, in Proverbs 
14:34, “Righteousness exalteth a 
nation: but sin is a reproach to any 
people.” This shows that, if there is 
character that is demanded of Christians 
and the world, it is a character that springs 
into a well of righteousness. How can the 
world achieve a wholly righteous state of 
living, when we all have different religious 
yearnings? Now, going back to the anchor 
verse we come to realise that not all 
prayers are answered and not everyone is 
protected from evil, except we are 
righteous before Him. Scripture says, in 
Isaiah 42:21, “The Lord is well pleased for 
his righteousness' sake; he will magnify 
the law, and make it honourable.” Jesus 
proclaimed the supremacy of this law, in 
Matthew 5:18, “For verily I say unto you, 
Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till 
all be fulfilled.” Meaning, righteousness is 
a demand of the law of heaven. What is 
this law of heaven? I must say here that 
the Ten Commandments was a list of 
instructions for the children of Israel to 
observe, but they were not the totality of 
the law that enables believers to actually 
live a righteous life before the Lord. 
Hence, the children of Israel were always 
falling into the sin of idolatry. This shows 
that the Ten Commandment did not 


succeed in inputting the character of 
heaven in them. It therefore means that 
there is little human effort can do to make 
us observe the law of heaven. The outward 
manifestation of those who are righteous 
in the Lord was espoused in the entire 
teaching that Jesus gave in Matthew 5, 
and I encourage you to study this entire 
chapteroften. The ending verse says- “Be 
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect." We can see 
why in Isaiah 42:21 we read earlier, the 
Lord said that He will magnify the law and 
make it honourable. Meaning, it is a 
demand on humans to be as perfect as 
God - no excuses! Righteousness is a 
tasking responsibility, yet attainable by 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Keep 
depending on His grace and you shall 
fulfil the demand of the totality of the law 
of heaven taught by Jesus in Matthew 5. 

Faith confession: I am a child of grace. I 
depend on the grace of God in Christ to live 
a lifethat pleases the father in heaven. 

Let us pray: Lord, remind me to follow 
after your teaching and instructions in the 
fifth chapter of the book of Matthew. Let 
me yearn to live a righteous life daily by 
yourgrace. Amen! 

Meditation: Matthew5:1-48 
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Will Evil Even* End? 


The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, 
to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. Psalms 34:16 


W hen will God end all these evil? 

Is God not seeing the 
atrocities of men? Why did 
God allow evil to befall my family? Several 
questions have been asked on why God 
still allows evil doers to live. As much as I 
can remember, I have not seen where evil 
doers live longerthan necessary. They rise 
and fall. Their children also rise and fall, 
except those who decided to repent and 
follow the bidding of the Lord. The anchor 
verse says that the face of the Lord is 
against them that do evil. The face of the 
Lord is His nature and personality. It is this 
nature and personality that sets the 
standard of all that we do here on earth. 
The Lord created everyone on earth to 
relate with His nature, so that both the 
earth and heaven will reveal the mind of 
the Lord. The face of the Lord is like the 
spring of the waters of life, which is 
present in His creations. So, we can say 
that the face of the Lord is His presence. 
For the face of the Lord to be against evil 
doers, means that they have done 
abominable things against His nature and 
personality. The punishment is grievous. 
All the creations of God on earth will 
declare war against those that perpetrate 
evil. This is the reason they often run to 
those with spiritual eyes with the hope that 
these people can help them manipulate 
these creations - the sun, moon, stars, 
wind, water bodies, clouds, etc., not to 


execute the judgement of the Lord. They 
even go to the extent of giving arms to the 
poor in order to secure the pity of angels 
through the prayers of the poor for them. 
Yet, as the scripture portion says, they are 
eventually wiped out - and though, they 
had given to charity through financial and 
material donations, their remembrance is 
also wiped out from the earth. This is why 
there are warnings against evil throughout 
the Bible. It is also our responsibility to 
preach against evil in government, in the 
church, in our schools, in our workplaces 
and the society in general. If we refuse to 
speak against evil when the Lord has 
brought it to our notice, we are 
endangering our lives and souls and those 
of evil doers (Eze. 3:18). Furthermore, 
scripture says in Ezekiel 3:19, “Yet if thou 
warn the wicked, and he turn not from his 
wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he 
shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast 
delivered thy soul.” 

Faith confession: I will continually speak 
against evil and warn sinners of the 
repercussions of evil. 

Let us pray: Lord! let your spirit teach and 
lead me to walk in the path that glorifies 
your name. Let my life continually reflect 
yournatureand personality. Amen! 

Meditation: Numbers 14:26-29 
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IHlow ii he Loire! Delivers the Righteous 


The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, 
and deliveredi them out of all their troubles. Psalms 34:17 


W e have dwelt much on this 
issue of “the righteous” and 
howthe Lord respondstotheir 
cry for help. Also, we have understood 
righteousness to mean living a life that 
showcases the character of the Lord. In 
today's devotional, I want us to dwell on 
how the Lord delivers the righteous from 
all their troubles. This is important 
because of the various misconceptions 
about spiritual warfare and how the Lord 
intercepts the evil planned against us on 
our behalf. In doing this, we need to first 
understand the kind of trialsthat faces the 
righteous. This we can get from Romans 
8:35, “Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword?" So, here we can list out 
the troubles that the Lord delivers the 
righteous from to include tribulation, 
distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, 
peril and the sword. Tribulation is used in 
the Bible to mean slavery and oppression 
from other nations. Distress and 
persecution are also related to suffering, 
sorrow or agony that is cursed by political 
oppressions, leading to impoverishment. 
Famine is brought about by the land not 
producing food due to lack of rains for a 
longer period of time. It equally means 
denial of heavenly blessings. Nakedness 
is shame. Peril can be likened to the 


tsunamis, earthquakes, floods, etc. Sword 
is war. We have also noticed all these in 
our own time. Now, the solution to all 
these problems is also given in scripture, 
as Moses advised the children of Israel of 
what to do if they notice that they no 
longer enjoy the goodness and peace of 
the Lord (Deut. 4:29-31). Jesus also 
advised believers to stay true to the 
confession of faith in Him when there is 
trouble in the land (Mat. 24:23-24). So, we 
can say that when there is trouble, the 
Lord tells the righteous what to do, and the 
obedience of the righteous to the 
instructions of the Lord is his or her saving 
grace. Hence, deliverance is possible only 
if we are found worthy of service and 
faithfulness untothe Lord.There isfamine 
now around the world, yet the Lord is still 
providing for His own. 

Faith confession: I know that my Lord 
fights my battle even when I am not aware 
of their evil attacks. I will forever remain 
faithful to H isservice in His vineyard. 

Let us pray: Lord! strengthen me to wait 
on you all the days of my life. Help my 
inner spirit man to completely depend on 
you, and to respond to your bidding. 
Amen! 

Meditation: 2Thessalonians 1:3-10 
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ii he Loire! is Heir© 


The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; 
and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. Psalms 34:18 


T he assurance of the Lord being in 
our midst was spoken of severally 
in scripture. One of such instances 
is in Isaiah 12:6, “Cry out and shout, thou 
inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One 
of Israel in the midst of thee.” It is important 
that we know that the Lord is with us at all 
times. This is how we grow in faith. If we 
know that the Lord is always with us, we 
will also be conscious of our association 
with unbelievers so that we do not commit 
sins. This is also the reason Jesus says in 
Luke 17:20-21, “...The kingdom of God 
cometh not with observation: Neither shall 
they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, 
the kingdom of God is within you." You see, 
we must know that the day we yielded our 
souls to serve the Lord, that is the day 
everything about us - including our 
material possessions belong to Him. This 
is also the reason Jesus instructed the rich 
man to sell all he had and give alms to the 
poor (Mark 10:21), because as children of 
God, the Lord owns all our possessions, 
and He can tell us how He want us to invest 
our money or spend our wealth. Now, going 
back to the anchor verse, we are informed 
that the Lord is present to comfort those 
who have lost all in life to the extent they 
are broken hearted. To be broken hearted is 
to be hurt by a loved one. David tells us of 
his broken-hearted experience because he 
was betrayed by Saul - whom he loved so 


much, and the Lord was able to save him. If 
you were betrayed by someone you loved 
and trusted so much, comfort is here. The 
Lord knows how to save the broken hearted 
from the pains of emotional hurt and make 
them smile again. It is also very important 
to explain the character needed by the 
Lord, before He can intervene in our 
broken-hearted situation to give us rest. 
Scripture says in the anchor verse that we 
must have a contrite spirit. To have a 
contrite spirit is to show remorse and 
regretsforourown wrong doings. It equally 
means we need to repent and forgive those 
that hurt us and also seek for forgiveness 
from those we might have hurt (Mark 
11:25). The truth be told - the Lord is not far 
from His own (Deut. 4:7). Another 
confirmation is seen, in Psalms 145:18, 
“The Lord is nigh unto all them that call 
upon him, to alI that call upon him in truth. 

Faith confession: Lord - I know that you 
are sanctified before unbelievers when we 
draw near in unity and fellowship in your 
name. 

Let us pray: Lord- let your loving grace and 
presence always abide with me. Reveal 
yourself to everyone who truly seek you in 
sanctity and obedience to your will. Amen! 

Meditation: Matthew18:15-20 
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M@> More Afflictions 


Many are the afflictions of the righteous: 
but the Lord deliveredi him out of them all. Psalms 34:19 


T he anchor verse says that the Lord 
delivers the righteous from all his or 
her afflictions. While in the 
wilderness, as he was hiding from Saul, 
David experienced several afflictions, to the 
extent he was so lean that he could count 
his bones (Psa. 22:17), yet he became the 
king that he was anointed to be. Scripture 
corroborate the above assertion also in 
Nahum 1:9, “What do ye imagine against 
the Lord? he will make an utter end: 
affliction shall not rise up the second time." 
First the prophet ask the people why they 
lost their hope and trust in the Lord, then he 
promised them that the Lord will forever 
take away their afflictions. You might have 
suffered afflictions of one nature or the 
other. Be it poverty, illness, rejection, etc. 
The truth is that the Lord knows how best to 
save those who put their trust in Him from 
shame. I serve the Lord daily because I do 
not want shame to come upon me. I have 
surrendered to run errands for Him than to 
experience the shame of suffering and 
poverty. David was anointed to become the 
next king, yet he was humble enough to 
attract the protection of the Lord. Scripture 
equally says in Job 22:29, “When men are 
cast down, then thou shalt say, There is 
lifting up; and he shall save the humble 
person.” The Lord saves the humble from 
being cast down to shame. Hence, it is not 
about clapping hands in the church or 
earning man-made titles but yielding our 


hearts to truly serve Him and be continually 
faithful to His bidding. So, you can see that 
the Lord is able to save. He is able to heal. 
He is also able to deliver. We can start by 
first examining our relationship with the 
Lord.Thisway, wewillknowwhatwearenot 
doing right that is making afflictions to 
consume us. Believers no longer have good 
night of rest without waking up in the 
middle of the night to bind Satan and his 
demons. I see Christians living in fear more 
that unbelievers. If it is not one evil altar 
chasing them, it is a neighbour who is an 
enemy trying to kill them. Believers are 
cajoled into all manner of spiritual 
assignments, yet they still live a dejected 
and brainwashed life. In all these, I have 
asked if the atoning grace of our Lord - 
Jesus Christ by His blood is in vain. Indeed, 
it is never in vain. Testimonies abound of 
how the Lord saves the righteous from all 
their afflictions. 

Faith confession: I depend on the atoning 
grace of my Lord Jesus Christ to live in 
spiritual liberty. The Lord's saving grace is 
able to give me a new life of peace. 

Let us pray: Dear Lord, save me from 
spiritual waywardness and fill my heart with 
the memories of your death on the cross so 
that I can always execute your will. Amen! 

Meditation: Proverbs24:16-25 
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lie keepeth all his bones: not one of them 
is broken. Psalms 34:20 


W hen I read this verse for our 
study today, and as I was about 
to add it to the one of yesterday 
because I felt it cannot stand on its own to 
make a complete sense, I heard an inner 
voice say to me - “I will save you from 
accidents that will disfigure you also." This 
is why it is very important to listen to His 
inner voice talking to you. Without which, it 
becomes difficult to understand the full 
spread of scriptural thoughts. We can also 
obtain physical wholeness in Christ until 
we depart this earth. He will also save us 
from accidents that will deform us. This is 
why we hear His inner voice warning us 
against some journeys. In some cases, we 
hear accident victims telling us they heard 
a voice deterring them from actually 
travelling only that they ignored it. 
However, if you had an accident that 
affected your bones, it doesn't mean you 
didn't serve the Lord right. What I am 
saying is that, you might not have listened 
to the warning of the Lord enough. Isaiah 
30:21 says - “And thine ears shall hear a 
word behind thee, saying, This is the way, 
walkye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, 
and when ye turn to the left.” Here, we can 
see that the safety ofthe Lord is the leading 
voice from behind. Therefore, even if it is 
urgent that you must embark on any 
journey - I counsel you to wait on the 
clearance from the Lord before you 
proceed. No journey is worth your life. As I 


was writing, I also heard a voice giving me 
another inference from the anchor 
scripture verse above, and this has to do 
with old age. You see, the Lord promised to 
fulfil our days here on earth, in Exodus 
23:26, “... the number of thy days I will 
fulfil.” We shall be strong till the day we will 
depart unto eternal glory in His bosom. We 
will not be sick unto death. We will not 
become crippled by old age. Our bones will 
be strong to keep us standing until ourdays 
are fulfilled on this earth to the glory ofthe 
Lord. Brethren, I really want you to pray 
against every form of illness that will 
weaken your body and bones to the extent 
you are crippled with stroke or any skeletal 
deforming illness. Pray to the Lord to keep 
you strong all the days of your life, and that 
you are available to Pray to Him through 
theteaching and preaching of His word. 

Faith confession: I am a believer of faith. 
The Lord shall keep my body and soul 
intact and I shall stand tall to keep praising 
Him. 

Let us pray: Lord! I shall become 
established in your glory forever and ever in 
good health and prosperity. Knit my bones 
firmly together and bind my soul to your 
tree of life. Amen! 

Meditation: John 19:28-36 
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ii he# limcll of the# Wicked 


Evil shall slay the wicked: and they that 
hate the righteous shall be desolate. Psalms 34:21 


I was in church one evening, when a 
young man in his late 30s ran into the 
church building and finally knelt before 
the altar and started crying as he prayed. I 
was looking at him as he confessed of how 
he had killed his victims and raped their 
wives whenever he and his gang went for 
robbery. Then, he stood and walked up to me 
to pray for him. Before I could say a word to 
him, he dashed out of the church and ran 
down the street into the dark. This reminds 
me of the scripture portion condemning the 
acts of wickedness and exalting the 
righteous, in Proverbs 28:1, “The wicked flee 
when no man pursueth: but the righteousare 
bold as a lion." This scripture portion is in 
agreement with our anchor verse for today. 
The wicked will not go unpunished, except 
pardoned by the Lord. We cannot pursue the 
wicked, onlythe Lord can. No matter how the 
righteous is being attacked by the wicked, 
the Lord will definitely deliver His own from 
their claws. This is the reason we ought to 
remain steadfast unto the service of the 
Lord. The persistent attack of the wicked is 
not enough reason to seek for alternative 
help from strange powers. This is the same 
reason scripture encourages us to wait on 
the Lord for all our victories, in Isaiah 40:31, 
“But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with 
wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be 
weary; and they shall walk, and not faint." As 
we can see from the scripture portion from 
the prophet Isaiah, we can see that waiting 


on the Lord to fight our battles comes with 
great rewards-we become resilient in faith 
and strong to lead life without fear. This is 
because the Lord would have made the 
dwelling of the wicked and all those that plot 
your downfall desolate. To achieve this, our 
Lord encouraged us to be patient - Luke 
21:19, “In your patience possesses ye your 
souls.” Why do we need to be patient, it is 
because the Lord's salvation is for everyone, 
and wants the wicked to embrace the joy the 
Lord has offered in His blood at the cross, 
just as it happened to that thief nailed on the 
cross by Him at Golgotha (Luke 23:39-43). 
This is to fulfil the scripture portion in 
Psalms 103:8, “The Lord is merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in 
mercy." However, this mercy expires when 
the wicked feels that he or she is now equal 
to God who determines the lives of others. I 
would encourage that you continue to be on 
thesideofthe Lord, no matterwhat! 

Faith confession: I really need the grace and 
patience to endure the acts of those who act 
wickedly towards me, so that the Lord can 
avenge my course day and night. 

Let us pray: Dear Lord, teach me to follow 
your footsteps daily and to serve you without 
fainting, and to endure the evil done against 
me until the day you are set to deliver me. 
Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms 145:8; Proverbs 10:2 
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ii Ite Reword of iiotciill iiinuist bid the Loire! 


The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants: 
and none of them that trust in him shall be desolate. Psalms 34:22 


A s we end the entire chapter of 
Psalms 34, we are brought to the 
full reward of being righteous in 
this concluding anchor verse. It is a follow¬ 
up from what we discussed yesterday. There 
is a misinterpretation that is eroding the 
character of the Lord among Christians. This 
delusion is caused by a seemingly 
misunderstanding of Matthew 11:12, “And 
from the days of John the Baptist until now 
the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, 
and the violent take it by force.” If the Lord 
want us to be violent, of what use is His 
sermon, in Matthew 5:38-39, “Ye have heard 
that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and 
a tooth for a tooth: But I say unto you, That ye 
resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite 
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other 
also.” If we have to be violent because we 
detect threat, what is the essence of hoping 
in the Lord in faith? Now, let us take a deeper 
look at Jesus' counsel in Matthew 11:12, 
quoted earlier. It is true from this scripture 
portion that the word of God in line with the 
culture of love and unity in heaven was 
attacked, and John the Baptist was 
beheaded fordaring to challenge Herod over 
his marriage to his brother's wife (Mat. 14:3- 
12). The “violent taketh it by force,” simply 
means that those in power are ready to 
persecute anyone preaching the truth and 
pointing others to the perfect will of God. 
This is the reason for Jesus' prayer in 
Matthew 6:10, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth, as it is in heaven,” as the 


will to return mankind backtoGod was being 
challenged by those in authority. Today, 
instead of preaching against evil, we keep 
mute and bring people into an all-night 
prayer to kill our enemies and using the 
above scripture passage wrongly. Has the 
violent not taken over the church of God 
when we have nakedness being paraded 
before the face of the Lord as ladies now 
dresses like prostitutes into the worship 
court of the Lord, and pastors becoming 
whoremongers? Did “violent not taketh it by 
force” when all we are interested in is how to 
make more money in church without giving 
ears to the corrections of the Lord? Have we 
not become the violent dragging the name of 
the Lord in the mud when we encourage all 
manner of immorality in the church? Those 
who allow gay marriage in the church are the 
violent trying to overcome the kingdom of 
God by force. What is the kingdom of God if 
not the doctrine of holiness and 
righteousness? 

Faith confession: I am determined to 
remain faithful to the Lord, and that my 
character will never drag the name of the 
Lord in the mud. 

Let us pray: Dear Lord, help me to remain 
faithful to you all my days on earth, and give 
me the boldness to preach and teach against 
evil in the church and society. Amen. 

Meditation: Isaiah46:5-13 
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ii he# manifestation of His Gireiee 


And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and honour: 
and Solomon his son reigned in his stead. 1 Chronicles 29:28 


W e have already explored the 
benefits of serving the Lord 
righteously. Now, we shall begin 
to apply what we have learnt to create a path 
of focus that will enable us to reap the 
benefits we discussed since the beginning of 
this month. You need to keep confessing to 
yourself that you cannot be poor, you cannot 
die young, you must live a life of honour, and 
that your glory will not end with your death, 
but your children will be greater than you in 
the Lord. Our confessions can either make or 
break us. Our anchor verse for today 
summarised the kind of life that David lived 
before the face of the Lord. If this is the man 
scripture says lived a life that pleased and 
moved the heart of the Lord to favour him 
(Acts 13:22), it suffices to also say that 
believers will live beyond this accolade 
poured on David by the chronicler. If we 
expect to have a more promising life and 
future as we serve the Lord, He is faithful not 
to cut short our sincere expectations. This is 
why scripture says, in Proverbs 10:28, “The 
hope of the righteous shall be gladness: but 
the expectation of the wicked shall perish." 
Indeed, the Lord rewards us for our service 
unto Him. This is also contained in the call of 
Abraham - Genesis 12:2, “And I will make of 
thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and 
make thy name great; and thou shalt be a 
blessing.” When the Lord encountered 
Moses in the wilderness, He also persuaded 
him with the promise of leading the children 
of Israel; into prosperity and a life of 
unending blessings - Exodus 3:8, “to bring 


them up out of that land unto a good land and 
a large, unto a land flowing with milk and 
honey...” We do not serve the Lord without 
expecting His faithful reward. This is why 
faith was explained with a strong-willed 
expectation, in Hebrews 11:1-2, “Now faith is 
the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen. For by it the 
elders obtained a good report." The 
importance we attach to the kind of life we 
expect to live on earth is what drives our 
passion forthe things ofthe Lord.This is why 
the Bible is filled with the promises of the 
Lord as a reward for everyone who serves 
Him faithfully. If we do not desire a good life 
of milk and honey from the Lord, we will also 
take the service ofthe Lord carelessly. This is 
the reason some Christians easily get angry 
in church when corrected, because they do 
not attach their service in the house of the 
Lord to the glory they expect in life, or maybe 
they don't even expect that their ill-situation 
of want and needs will improve as they yield 
more and more to the Lord in service. Open 
your heart to desire a good and prosperous 
life from today. 

Faith confession: I desire riches. I desire 
good health. I desire favour. I desire peace. 

Let us pray: Lord, as I continue to yield my 
heart to serve you diligently and faithfully, let 
my heart desire of living a more befitting life 
be fulfilled as it pleases you. Amen! 

Meditation: 1 Chronicles4:10; Ps 16:5-6 
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Before His Seimetwciiiry 


Thy way, 0 God, is in the sanctuary: 
who is so great a God as our God? Psalms 77:13 


T he anchor verse is very important to 
our discussion today. The sanctuary 
of God is where wegatherto worship 
Him in truth and in spirit. It is where we yield 
our hearts in total obedience to His will, as 
we hear His words of instruction. This is why 
in Psalms 18:30, the psalmist says - “As for 
God, his way is perfect: the word of the Lord 
is tried: he is a buckler to all those that trust 
in him.” This shows that the way of God is 
found in the word of God. The anchor verse 
equally buttresses the fact that we come into 
the sanctuary of God to hear His word. In 
Psalms 150, we also see that it is important 
for us to gather in His sanctuary to praise 
Him with musical instruments. Throughout 
Psalms 150:1- 6, we are encouraged to see 
His presence in the sanctuary as His 
presence in heaven, surrounded by the 
hosts of heaven. We must praise Him for His 
mighty acts as we recount our testimonies in 
our songs of worship unto Him. We must 
magnify Him above our situations of needs 
and wants, because He is a great God. It is a 
righteous act to always be in His sanctuary. 
It is important that we see our worship 
sanctuary as a meeting point between the 
spiritual and the physical realms of the Lord. 
This is why Jeremiah 17:12 says-“A glorious 
high throne from the beginning is the place 
of our sanctuary.” You see how the prophet 
saw beyond the physical sanctuary and 
acknowledged the presence of God? The 
moment we gather in the sanctuary of the 


Lord, a heavenly traffic of angels going forth 
and back, between heaven and earth is 
created. It is always a moment of joy for the 
angels to lift up praise to heaven unto the 
Lord. Apart from being in the physical 
sanctuary, we are also expected to ascend 
unto the spiritual sanctuary of the Lord as 
we worship and become deep in spiritual 
heart lifting. This is when many who came to 
worship hand over their burden unto the 
Lord. It is always a moment of inner peace as 
our souls receives the flow of the comforting 
words of the Lord. Anyone desiring to 
become righteous in the Lord will never miss 
a sanctuary worship - never! It is the 
importance of both worship and the hearing 
of the word, that makes the devil to attack 
the worship ministry by planting 
unrepentant sisters and brothers in the 
choir, who continually dwell in immorality. It 
is the same reason why many have itching 
ears that makes it hard for them to receive 
the word of instruction from the Lord's 
pulpit. 

Faith confession: I will continue to worship 
you inthesanctuarythatyou havechosen. 

Let us pray: Lord, I thank you for your word 
of revelation this day. To make me know that 
my presence among the congregation to 
worship and praise you is not in vain. Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms150:1-6 
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God Provides for His Own 


Thy silver and thy gold is mine; thy wives also and thy children, 
even the goodliest, are mine.l Kings 20:3 


T hroughout our study of Psalms 34, 
one inference that was obvious was 
the presence of God in our times of 
need. This personality of God was displayed 
after Adam had lost Abel, and Cain had 
wandered away under the curse of God, and 
He gave another child to Adam and Eve. He 
was rightly named Seth (Genesis 4:25) to 
prove that God is merciful, and one who 
does not abandon His creation. Throughout 
the Old Testament, events abound that 
testifies to this personality of God. One 
reads of how God provided a ram for 
Abraham to sacrifice unto Him, after He had 
tested Abraham's faith (Genesis 22:13). 
Again, God provided water from the rock 
and the rain of manna from heaven for the 
children of Israel in the wilderness. This 
personality of God is the reason why 
Christians pray to Him for every of their 
provisions in life. In 1 Timothy 5:8, scripture 
likened the inability of a man to provide for 
his family as denial of faith - “But if any 
provide not for his own, and specially for 
those of his own house, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worse than an infidel." Faith 
means living with the mindset of God. 
Hence, denying faith is rejecting the 
thinking nature of God. Meaning, such a 
man is not thinking like God. One of the 
attributes of God's faithfulness is in His 
ability to provide whatsoever we need. It is 
this mindset that keeps the faithful in Christ 
alive. I have always encouraged myself with 


the life of Abraham. He left his home 
country as instructed by God, and it was 
never written that he lost a soul or that his 
herds died on their way to Canaan. This is 
what Moses told the children of Israel in 
Deuteronomy 8:9, concerning God's ability 
to provide beyond man's imagination, “A 
land wherein thou shalt eat bread without 
scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing in 
it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of 
whose hills thou mayest dig brass." Here, 
we see that God takes His children to a place 
of abundant natural resources. Also at Eden, 
there was abundance of solid minerals and 
precious stones (Gen. 2:11-12), only that the 
serpent took Adam and Eve out of their glory 
fora mere fruit before they could realise how 
to enjoy the abundant wealth in the garden. 
This is how some have lost the glory of God 
because of greed. Hence, if God is the one 
guiding your footsteps, you too will not lack. 
The anchor verse expresses the mindset of 
God - everything belongs to Him, because 
He provided all. 

Faith confession: I belong to God and He 
will not make me experience poverty. 

Let us pray: Lord, i believe you can provide 
all I ever desire here on earth, because you 
did not deny me your Holy Ghost. Thank you 
for all the provisions I enjoy today. Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms132:11-18 
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For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. Hebrews 12:6 


O ur relationship with God is not 
without His corrections. There is 
whole lot of misconception by 
some that God does not punish. To be very 
sincere, He does punish, and also shuts the 
doors of provisions for ou r needs when we do 
things that offends Him. I have come to see 
God as a disciplinarian; as a father who sets 
the rules and expects that every child of His 
obeys these rules to the very last dot. A 
disciplinarian follows firm discipline to 
punish those who deviate from stated rules 
and order. This personality of God is seen in 
the aftermath of the sin of Adam and Eve, 
and that of Cain. In the case of Adam and 
Eve, God had restricted them from eating 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, with the consequence of death if they 
disobeyed (Genesis 2:17). Also, forCain, God 
had warned him against killing his brother 
before he acted otherwise. For Adam and 
Eve, God took them out their garden into the 
field, where they had to cope under the 
hardship they incurred through the curse 
from God. Also, for Cain, he has to live under 
the curse of God although he was still able to 
build a city. The learning from both events, 
paints God as one who punishes 
disobedience, yet His mercy is still enough 
to sustain life.This explains why manyfind it 
hard to believe that God hates disobedience, 
because they still feel the breath of life in 
them. It is important to note that the feeling 
of alienation from God is the reason why 
humans would want to return to God. If you 


feel that emptiness in your relationship with 
God, it is high time you returned back to Him. 
The anchor verse says that God does not 
chastise us because He hates us, but 
because we are His beloved. In Hosea 7:13, 
one can see the anger of God and why He 
chastises His own - “Woe unto them! for 
they have fled from me: destruction unto 
them! because they have transgressed 
against me: though I have redeemed them, 
yet they have spoken lies against me." This 
scripture portion is relevant to us today, 
because we have been redeemed by God 
through the blood of His only begotten son. It 
is therefore in place for Him to chastise us 
when we neglect Him and become too busy 
to attract souls to Him, and commit all 
manner of sin against His image, likeness 
and personality. This is why apostle Paul 
warned that our body is the temple of God (1 
Cor. 3:16). We must overcome sin to remain 
faithful unto Him. 

Faith confession: I am ready to receive the 
chastisement of the Lord than to be cast into 
everlasting flame of fire in hell. I pray to 
sustain His loving-kindness all the days of 
my life. 

Let us pray: Lord! correct me when I am 
wrong; warn me before I fall into temptation; 
deliver my soul from eternal destruction 
before I departthisearth. Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms51:11-17 
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ii he Loire! Still Listens 


Come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord... Isaiah 1:18 


O f what use coming to reason with 
the Lord if He won't listen? Of 
what importance is prayer if there 
is none to listen? This is how we know that 
our Lord is still willing to listen to us. If there 
is one thing the Lord expected from Cain, it 
was that Cain should have listened to His 
counsel, in Genesis 4:6-7, “And the Lord 
said unto Cain, why art thou wroth? and 
why isthy countenance fallen? If thou doest 
well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if 
thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. 
And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou 
shalt rule over him.” We pray to Him 
because we expect Him to listen to our 
prayers. On a daily basis, one can notice 
that the problem of humanity is the inability 
to listen to to the Lord and follow His 
instructions. This understanding equally 
gave David the assurance to pray unto God 
- “Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my 
King, and my God: for unto thee will I pray” 
(Psalm 5:2). Jesus espoused this in 
Matthew 6:6, “But thou, when thou prayest, 
enter into thy closet, and when thou hast 
shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in 
secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret 
shall reward thee openly.” Again, the 
preacher expresses His disagreement with 
many who thought that the Lord will only 
hear them when they speak volumes of 
words in prayers - “Be not rash with thy 
mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to 
utter any thing before God: for God is in 


heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let 
thy words be few” (Eccl. 5:2). This also 
supports Jesus' position in Matthew 6:7, 
“...forthey thinkthatthey shall be heard for 
their much speaking.” How do we then 
speak to the Lord, knowing that He is 
always listening? We can learn from the 
advice in Proverbs 25:15, “By long 
forbearing is a prince persuaded, and a soft 
tongue breaketh the bone." We must come 
to the Lord with a soft tongue and be ready 
to endure the slow tick of the clock. We can 
also learn to beseech Him in humility from 
the account of the centurion in Matthew 
8:5-12. This is why scripture advices in 
Psalm 100:4, “Enter into his gates with 
thanksgiving, and into his courts with 
praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his 
name.” Keep the tone of your voice soft, if 
you want Him to give attention to your 
prayer. He is your Lord and saviour, Treat 
this relationship with utmost regard. 

Faith confession: Now that I have learnt 
howto reason with the Lord in prayer, I will 
make my prayers to the Lord with respect 
and not with commandingtones. 

Let us pray: Lord -forgive me if I have ever 
presented my prayers to you in the past in 
harsh tones. Kindly, hear me Lord 
whenever my prayers come to you. Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms4:3; Psalms69:33 
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We Have A n irwe Mediator 


The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my 
right hand... Psalms 110:1 


T he fact that the righteous is 
protected, preserved and promoted 
by the Lord, tells us that we have an 
intercessor working tirelessly to ensure our 
days on earth is palatable. To understand 
why we need a mediator, we need to really 
understand who God is. We can see this, in 
Daniel 9:4, “And I prayed unto the Lord my 
God, and made my confession, and said, 0 
Lord, the great and dreadful God...’’ He is a 
great and dreadful God, yet full of mercy 
and compassion. But, how can sinful man 
approach God with all our atrocities. This is 
why learning from King David in the anchor 
verse above is important. David understood 
the importance of a personal Lord in the 
heavenly places behind his exploits on 
earth. Jesus confirms that He is the 
mediator between sinful man and God - 
John 14:6 - “Jesus saith unto him, I am the 
way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me." He called the 
world unto Himself with the working power 
of mercy and grace, and admonished 
sinners to follow and emulate His nature as 
a panacea for finding rest upon the soul 
(Matthew 11:28-29). This process was not 
going to be an easy going one, but with 
patience and longsuffering, humanity 
would be admitted into the glorious 
presence of God, as captured in Luke 21:19 
- “In your patience possess ye your souls.” 
He further raised His 12 disciples to pioneer 


His message of repentance and the mercy 
of God. The disciples preached and taught 
the mercy and power of redemption in 
Christ. This message of the availability of 
atoning grace was welcomed by the world - 
Acts 13:48: “And when the Gentiles heard 
this, they were glad, and glorified the word 
of the Lord: and as many as were ordained 
to eternal life believed.” Today, this 
mediation is still very present. All we 
needed to do is to walk closely with the Lord 
in propagating this message of freedom in 
Christ, so that you will be counted among 
the righteous, and also reap your own 
reward. The reward of righteousness is for 
those who have the gospel in their heart 
and professes it with their mouth. Be rest 
assured that Christ is your Lord and 
mediator in heaven. The day the cloud 
received Him, in Acts 1:9, was the day He 
commenced this mediation on our behalf. 

Faith confession: I am grateful to Christ 
who is my mediator in the heavenly places, 
making it possible for the ministering 
spi rits of God to attend to my needs. 

Let us pray: Lord! let your mediation on my 
behalf never cease. Chastise me in your 
loving-kindness when I fall, but never cast 
me out of your presence. Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms57:1-11 
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ii he Pireiyeir of the Righteous 


The Lord is far from the wicked: 
but he heareth the prayer of the righteous. Proverbs 15:29 


T he ears of the Lord is attentive to the 
prayers of the righteous. How does 
the righteous pray? This is very 
important, as it establishes a firm 
relationship that cannot be broken. We see 
this in the affirmation of Paul, in Romans 
8:37-39, “Nay, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved us. 
For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” All through Job's ordeal in the hands 
of the devil, the Lord was still by His side. The 
trouble we have is how we can be clothed 
with the glory of God so that it is easy for 
angels of the Lord to recognise and attend to 
us. You see, when Adam and Eve sinned 
against the Lord, their glorious immortal 
garment was taken from them, their spiritual 
eyes died, and their physical eyes open. The 
first expression from both of them was to 
condemn themselves that they were naked. 
Now, the physical eyes are the fault-finding 
members of our body, while our spiritual 
eyes see beyond materialism to behold the 
glory of the Lord ahead. Except the Lord 
opens our spiritual eyes, our prayers too will 
be filled with fault finding and complaints. 
Equally, the righteous prays with His ears 
opened to hear spiritual information. In 
Deuteronomy 29:4, we come across the very 
first request we should demand from the 


Lord, from the fault Moses found with the 
Israelites in the wilderness “Yet the Lord 
hath not given you an heart to perceive, and 
eyes to see, and ears to hear, unto this day.” 
So, we need to pray for the Lord to give us a 
perceiving heart, eyes that sees beyond the 
physical and ears that hears what the spirit 
says. Until these members of ours are linked 
to the immortal realm of the Lord, our 
Christianity is a mere dance to the gallery. 
We perceive spiritual events when we 
become very mindful of our associations 
and what we appreciate (Ezekiel 12:2). We 
must learn to gaze at the night sky and see 
beyond the firmament of glory. We must 
meditate in a serene environment so that our 
ears can be linked to our heart beats, and 
then into the spiritual. To achieve this state 
of being, we must become very mindful of 
the manner of words we listen to and what 
we speak with out mouths. 

Faith confession: I know the Lord hears me 
when I pray. I will always endure to remain 
dedicated to His call to win souls for Him so 
that Hecan continually guide me. 

Let us pray: 0 Lord! I am destined to serve 
you with all my life. Help me to remain 
focused in your vineyard, and to be mindful 
of those planted by the devil to disorganise 
yourchurch. Amen! 

Meditation: Romans8:26; 

Ephesians4:25-29 
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ii he# Hope of the# Righteous 


The righteous shall he glad in the Lord , and shall trust in him; 
and all the upright in heart shall glory. Psalms 64:10 


A s we conclude this month's 
devotional and the elaborate 
exposition on the subject of 
righteousness, and how the righteous relates 
with the immortal realm of glory, I am moved 
to discuss a final note on the hope of the 
righteous. This topic is important because 
many are already losing faith in their walk with 
God. We must understand that the hope of the 
believer is in the power of His resurrection. 
The promise of eternal life and the 
resurrection of the faithful in Christ formed 
the centre message of the book of revelation. 
The world will be judged on His second 
coming - both the living and the dead 
(Revelation 20:11-13). Thereafter the powers of 
death and hell, and all unbelievers, including 
the dead who were not faithful unto death, will 
be cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:14). 
God will establish a new Heaven and Earth 
after judgment (Revelation 21:1). The nature of 
man is better understood when matched with 
the life of Christ on earth. Christ's nature 
presents a learning path for mankind to tread. 
Man is disconnected from eternity because of 
sin. Throughout the scripture, man is reflected 
as a being created for a devout purpose before 
God. It is those who still maintain this purpose 
and retain their God-given identity that we 
refer to as “the righteous." Jesus says that 
believers are the light of the world, the salt of 
the earth and a city set upon a mountain 
(Matthew 5:13-14). Man is to live and become 
as perfect as God (Matthew 5:48). The sin of 
Adam is the reason for the redemption acts of 
God in the New Testament. We are restored to 


glory and placed in the original intended order 
by God, when we walk in the light of His 
salvation. God's intention for man to live 
within the tenets of heavenly order and divine 
ideals became possible with the coming of 
Christ. Man is united with the death of Jesus 
Christ and His resurrection in Baptism. The 
relationship of man with God is a spiritual one 
and it entails holiness and Godlikeness. These 
qualities come from God and He is the only 
one who can input these on those that comes 
to Him in repentance. It is those who have 
these qualities of holiness and godlikeness we 
have referred to as being righteous. This is the 
message of the New Testament. We become 
righteous through the death, resurrection, and 
exaltation of Christ in line with Jesus 
statement in John 12:32 - “And I, if I be lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all men unto me." 
Holiness is not achieved through personal 
works but through faith. Faith raises the hope 
of the believer beyond material possessions. It 
helps us to lean on the promises of God. 

Faith confession: i lean on the promises of 
God, and I am convinced that my Lord will 
continue to sustain all that concerns me. 

Let us pray: Dear Lord, i am grateful for 
enabling me to conclude this devotional. My 
heart will continually yield to your instructions 
to enable me to become righteous in you. 
Amen! 

Meditation: Romans 5:12; Matthew 11:28- 
30; Isaiah 40:29-31 
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If you are not born again, you may have studied this devotional as 
literary material and will not receive the spirit therein. You can make a 
decision to correct that now by saying this covenant confession: 

Lord Jesus, I know now that you died for my sins. I believe and confess 
you as my Lord and Saviour. Please come into my life and dwell inside me. 

If you just said this confession, you should locate a spirit-filled church 
to join in fellowship with them - let the pastor know you just gave 
your life to Christ and you will be directed on what to do next. 
Salvation is a personal race and you must be serious with it. 

You can also call us through the numbers below: 

+2348076190064; +234-8086737791. 

Or send the author an email: umonthoja@yahoo.com 



If you are led to support this WORK financially, 

You can contact the author on umonthoja@yahoo.com 
Or send your contribution as “Devotional Support” to: 

Account Name: Royal Diamonds Int'l Church 
Account No: 2018430512 
Bank: First Bank of Nigeria Limited 
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